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PRESIDENT FEBRES CORDERO
SUPPORTS THE CDF ENDOWMENT FUND CAMPAIGN
At a ceremony held in January at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., His Excellency,
President Léon Febres Cordero announced his enthusiastic support for the campaign mounted by The
Nature Conservancy to raise an 1,500,000 U.S. dollar endowment fund for the Charles Darwin
Foundation. In a speech accepting the post of Honorary Chairman of the appeal, he said:
"The Government of Ecuador wishes to thank The Nature Conservancy for taking this initiative in
defending the natural environment of the Galapagos Archipelago. The Charles Darwin Research
Station is already functioning in the islands and does honour to the man for whom it was named.
There, contemporary scientists continue to work in the great tradition that Darwin inspired and
with devotion to the conservation of Nature for the future.
Much remains to be done and what has to be done implies much scientific research and great
expense. We appreciate the efforts of The Nature Conservancy and its valuable support for this
noble goal. Many thanks to you all in the name of Ecuador and in the name of the Galapagos
Islands which have been dedared a Patrimony of Mankind and are worthy of that appelation."
In spite of the current economic problems of his country, President Febres Cordero, on behalf of the
Government of Ecuador, pledged a contribution of 150,000 U.S. dollars to the Fund. This was
immediately matched by an offer of the same amount from the U.S. Agency for International
Development. While these two magnificent donations do not yet reach the target, they do bring it into
sight on the horizon. If enough of our faithful supporters now rally to the appeal, the Darwin
Foundation's finances can at last be given a firmer basis.
It may seem miraculous that, without any reliable and predictable source of income, the Darwin
Foundation has been able to achieve so much in the last quarter of a century. But we ought not to be
dependent on mirades. Moreover the uncertainties have resulted in the inefficient use of even the
inadequate funds available because of the interruptions imposed on conservation projects by
unpredictable fluctuations in receipts. The Endowment Fund will not solve all problems but it will provide
a stabilizing factor and reduce the waste caused by "stop and go" procedures.
So now is the time for supporters to carry the appeal over the target. Contributions earmarked "for the
Campaign for the Galapagos Islands" may be made through any national W.W.F. organization or
directly to The Nature Conservancy, International Program, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue N. W.,
Washington D.C. 20036.
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